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ACTION DEPARTMENT CONFE 469, INFORMATION PARIS l4o 

K PEI 


LONDON 126, VIENTIANE 11 3 , PHNONf PENH 4'7 

J 

FROM HARR I MAN 
• ■■ ■ — 

REFERENCE VIENTIANE 115 SENT DEPT 1 J 1 LONDON 8 l PARIS 86 . 

AGREE WITH BROWN • S ANALYSIS THAT WE PROBABLY FACED WITH NECESS ITY 
ACCEPTING SOUVANNA AS PRIME MINISTER. ALTERNATIVE RENEWED 
HOSTILITIES IN WHICH WE INVOLVED. ' * ' 

I THINK WE SHOULD MAKE UP OUR MINDS WHEN MIGHT BE BEST STRATEGIC 
MOMENT TO INDICATE TO SOUVANNA THAT WE WOULD SUPPORT HIM UNDER 
SPECIFIED CONDITIONS OF (A) COMPOSITION OF GOVERNMENT* (B) ICC. 
AUTHORITY* AND (C) FUTURE POLICY* INCLUDING ATTITUDE AND PLANS 
FOR DEALING WITH PL THREAT. 


AT PRESENT AND FROM HERE BELIEVE BEST DEAL IS TWO OR THREE EACH 
FROM NLHX AND FROM SAVANNAKHET GROUP* WITH STRONGEST POSSIBLE 
COMPOSITION OF CENTER. THROUGH SKILLFUL NEGOTIATION ON OUR PART 
AND BY FRENCH SOUVANNA MIGHT BE INDUCED ACCEPT IN CENTER STRONGER 
AND MORE INDEPENDENT INDIVIDUALS THAN THOSE HE HAS MENTIONED SO FAR. 
OBVIOUSLY, AT THE RIGHT TIME* WE WILL HAVE TO ADVISE PHOUM! IN 
ADVANCE OF TALKS US MIGHT UNDERTAKE WITH SOUVANNA. 

U3 DEL STAFF MEMBER WILL IN GOSSIPING MANNER BE DISCUSSING WITH 
QUINIM PERSONS LATTER THINKS SOUVANNA COULD GET FOR CENTER. 


WOULD APPRECIATE ANY VIEW VIENTIANE OR DEPARTMENT HAS ON THIS SCORE 
AND TIMING. 
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